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that republic*, which are apparently referable to this species. 
Whether Mr. Cassin’s Buteo cooperit of California, founded on 
a single immature specimen, is really distinct, is perhaps ques- 
tionable. In Brazil and eastern South America, its place is 
occupied by the nearly allied Buteo albicaudatus (Falco pterocles, 
Temm. PI. Col. 56 et 139), which, however, never seems to 
assume the deep-red back characteristic of the adult Buteo 
erythronotus. In the Falkland Islands, according to Mr. Darwin, 
this bird “ preys chiefly upon rabbits, which have run wild and 
abound over certain parts of the islands.” As to its manner of 
nesting, I regret to say we have no information, the eggs having 
been identified by being labclled as belonging to specimens of 
the bird sent with it. 

As represented in the third figure of our plate, these are of a 
greyish white, blotched and marked, principally towards the 
larger end, with two shades of umber-brown. 
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1V.—Note on Wallace’s Standard-wing, Semioptera wallacii. 
By PuÒirip LUTLEY SCLATER. 
(Plate II.) 

In accordance with the promise of further information made in 
last year’s ‘Ibis,’ a representation is now given of the beautiful 
new Paradise-bird (or, as Mr. Gould terms it, Standard-wing) 
lately discovered by Mr. Wallace in the island of Batchian. By 
Mr. Gould’s kind permission, our plate is copied from the figures 
of this remarkable bird recently published in the third part of 
his ‘Supplement to the Birds of Australia.” And by the same 
gentleman’s obliging loan of the typical examples, I am enabled 
to give a few remarks on its structure and natural affinities. 

Mr. G. R. Gray, who first brought the Standard-wing before 
the notice of the scientific world at the meeting of the Zoological 
Society held on the 22nd of March last, agrees with the discoverer 
in considering it to be a Paradiseine form “ approaching most 
nearly to the King-bird of Paradise” | (Ciciunurus regius). Mr. 

* See Proc. Zool. Soc. 1857, p. 211, and 1859, p. 389. 


+ PreAtcad. Se. Phil. viii: p-250. 
+ See Proe. Zool. Soc. 1859, p. 130. 
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Gould, however, in the ‘ Supplement to the Birds of Australia,’ 
states his opinion that it is “ not a Bird of Paradise, if we regard 
Paradisea apoda and P. papuana as typical examples of that 
group, but very closely alied to Ptilurhis,—so nearly so, indeed, 
as scarcely to be separable from that form.” Now, I am not so 
fortunate as to be able to agree entirely with either of these 
authorities, considering, as I do, that the present bird is some- 
what intermediate in its characters between Cicinnurus and 
Ptilorhis, and that it is more nearly allied to both of these forms 
than to the true Paradisea, though I think it probable that all 
three genera really belong to the same natural family. In the 
narrow and elongated form of the nostrils, and their conceal- 
ment by short, stiff, upstanding frontal plumes which advance 
far beyond the openings, Semioptera agrees more closely with 
Cicinnurus. In Ptilorhis the nostrils are barely covered by the 
frontal feathers. In Paradisea the nasal opening is rounded, and 
quite uncovered in front. Again, the acrotarsia of Semioptera, 
which consist of one smooth undivided scute, are very different 
from those of Ptilorhis, which are divided into five or six scutes ; 
and they more nearly resemble those of Cicinnurus. The legs 
are also much stronger, thicker, and longer than in Péilorhis, 
and in this respect are more like those of Paradisea. The 
wing-feathers of the new form are not so much broadened as iu 
Ptilorhis, nor are the secondaries so much elongated; but im 
these respects it is equally unlike Cicinnurus. The general con- 
formation of the wings of the three species is not essentially 
different. It may not be out of place to give comparative 
measurements of these three birds. 


.  Rostri 
Long. tota. Ale. Caude. Tarsi. < rictu. 


Semioptera wallaciù 10-5 5:8 27 16 14 
Ptilorhis paradisea 12:0 61 3'8 1:3 2'1 
Cicinnurus regius . 65 45 16 it ile 


On the whole, therefore, it will be reasonable to consider 
Semioptera as a very distinct genus; and I must be allowed to 
express some surprise that Mr. Gould should have spoken of it as 
“scarcely separable” from Péilorhis. The two very singularly 
clongated feathers which spring from the base of the upper 
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wing-coverts and extend beyond the primaries, not to speak of 
other differences, are, in my opinion, sufficient to distinguish it. 

So much for Semioptera wallacii. It must have been with 
much regret that Mr. Wallace left Batchian without obtaining 
the second and finer species of the form which is said to exist 
there. Mr. Wallace’s notes on the habits and living appearance 
of this singular bird are not yet arrived. They may probably 
guide us to some more certain conclusion as to its natural affi- 
nities. In the mean time those who wish to become better 
acquainted with its strange appearance, and to form their own 
judgment on the subject, have only to pay a visit to the British 
Museum. There, in the Bird-gallery, they will find two nicely- 
prepared square glass cases, in which a complete series of each 
of the Paradise-birds * obtained by Mr. Wallace is beautifully 
mounted and arranged. 


V.—Contributions to the Ornithology of Guatemala. By OsBERT 
SaLvin and PHILIP LUTLEY SCLATER. 


(Plate ITI.) 


(Mr. Ospert Saxvin’s first collection of birds from Guatemala 
having arrived, 1 have carefully examined them, and to the 
best of my ability determined the species. I now give a list of 
such of them as were not mentioned in our joint article on the 
Ornithology of Central America in last year’s volume, together 
with the whole of Salvin’s notes, whether relating to these birds 
or to others included in our first catalogue. 

I have also taken this opportunity to insert in their proper 
places several birds well ascertained to inhabit Guatemala which 
were not mentioned in the former list. The total addition thus 
made to the number of the birds of Central America amounts to 
35 species. 

It will be understood that the whole of the field-notes in this 
article are from Salvin’s pen, while I am responsible for the 


* The Great Paradise-bird (Paradisea apoda) from the Ard Islands; the 
Lesser (P. pupuana) from Havre Dorey, New Guinea; and the King 
(Cicinnurus regius) from the Arù Islands. 


